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Friday, 13th June 
New Members Night 
 
Saturday, 14th June 
Start of the Winter Series 

Late June-early July 
Prize-giving & barbecue 
 
June 29th 
Showing of ‘Deep Water’ 
 
Late July 
Club AGM 
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Contact Details 
  
Club office:  
 Telephone:  04-939-4167 
 Fax:  04-939-4168 
 Office open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
    Sat 9am-1pm  
 Email address: 
   admin@ebymbc.org..nz  
 Web Page:    
  www.ebymbc.org.nz 
 
 Postal address:  
  PO Box 14-496, 

   Kilbirnie,   
   Wellington 6041 

Physical address:  
   501 Evans Bay Parade,  

  Kilbirnie,  
  Wellington 6003 

Slip master / Bookings           
  027-240-5109 or  
  04-939-4172 
 

Clubhouse (members) phone 
  04-939-4170 

 
Management committee contact 

details are on Page 3. 
 

The Spinnaker is produced bi-
monthly, contributions (written 
and photographic) are welcome. 
 Editor:  Alison Pritchard 
  04-385-7347 
  kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 
 
Advertising 
 Business card size $30 
 Quarter page $50 
 Half page $100 
 Full page $150 
 20% discount for 2 ads 
 25% discount for 3-5 ads 
 30% discount for annual 

contract 
 
The Spinnaker is printed by 

AdPrint 
 60 Cambridge Terrace 
 04-384-2844 
 
Next Issue – August 2008 
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Your management team has been very busy and I believe that the 
club is moving in a positive direction.  Congratulations to Daryl 
McGee and his team who yet again ran a great East-West Dash.  
It is the work that goes into this event year after year that makes it 
so successful. Thank you, Daryl and team. 
 
As advised, the club is purchasing a second Feva and the Learn-
to-Sail instructors are doing great work, not only introducing 
trainees to sailing but also encouraging these students to join our 
club. Hal Wagstaff’  (brother of Gary) lent two skiffs to our club, 
which was very generous of him. While these dinghies are not 
suitable for teaching, they are great craft for students who have 
successfully passed the course.  We have a number of sailors who 
have the experience to sail these craft, so it would be good to see 
these two dinghies getting more use. It could be a case of use 
them or lose them. 
 
A lot of good work has been done by Learn-to-Sail, and we need 
to find ways to keep these sailors as members.  In this regard, 
MANCOM recently agreed to these sailors becoming members of 
the club following the completion of their course.  If we are not 
successful in increasing young and family membership we will 
have problems growing our club.  
 
Yvonne is taking a well earned break, but arrangements have 
been made to continue Friday evening meals and these have been 
well received by members. 
 
MANCOM is again considering proposals for a café on our 
premises, and has invited three interested parties to submit 
proposals.  One of the interested parties is looking at the upstairs 
area which may be an advantage.  If the café is located on the top 
floor it will leave the ground floor available for the operation of 
the club, and we would still be in a position to rent out the ground 
floor as we do now; this would subsequently have minimal 
adverse effect on associated clubs and their members. Following 
MANCOM’s deliberations, members will be consulted prior to 
making a decision on whether or not to proceed. 
 
A Focus group has been established with Rick Martin as 
chairperson. The purpose of the group is to make 
recommendations to MANCOM on a number of issues relating to 
increasing membership, and creating a club atmosphere where 
members and their families want to spend time.  The Focus Group 
will also make recommendations on strategies to encourage 
members to participate in club sailing and the racing programme.  
However, not all members want to race, so the group will also be 
looking at other on-the-water activities (continued over).	
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If any members have ideas please pass them on to the Focus Group Committee. The committee members 
are: Daryl McGee, Noel Thompson, Warren Rankin, Alison Pritchard, Rodger Wilson & Jennifer Loader.	
 
MANCOM has made the decision to proceed with building the disability toilet/shower facilities, and the 
funds needed to commence building must be raised asap.  This project has been under consideration for 
some time now and the facilities are urgently required.  We have agreed to hand over the fundraising to a 
party recommended by Sailability, who have been very successful raising funds for Sailability Auckland and 
other similar projects. 
 
It is not long until the club’s AGM, most likely to be held in July, so it is most important that you attend and 
participate. There are many issues to be considered, particularly the direction our club needs to take to build 
for the future.  It is also the opportunity for members to put their names forward for elected positions.  This 
club could not operate without our volunteers, and we have been very lucky to have members who work and 
give of their time to ensure membership enjoy our facilities and club racing.  We will be having a function 
shortly for our volunteers, to show our appreciation of their contribution, without which the club could not 
operate. 

 

On Sunday, 25th May I had the pleasure of speaking 
to an ex-member of EBYMBC, Mr Trevor Watt.  Mr 
Watt’s father William Watt was a past Rear 
Commodore, Vice Commodore, Commodore (1958-
60) and Life Member of our Club.  Trevor was also 
an Evans Bay member and served on a number of 
committees including the sailing and social 
committees.  
 

He told me that in the early days they had monthly 
film evenings at which Trevor was the projectionist, 
and it was not unusual to have up to fifty people 
attend.  Trevor Watt has generously gifted his 
father’s flags and blazer to the club, with a copy of 
film taken by him in these early years.  It is our 

intention to have a film evening and invite Trevor to attend, it would also be great if we could have a good 
turn out of our old salts who may be able to fill in the gaps by recognising sailors in the film and also some 
of the unidentified yachts. 
 

You will notice the inclusion of the Club Constitution with this month’s magazine, this is the version ratified 
at the SGM on February 14th, hence a copy is being provided to all club members. 
 
John Seggie 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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2007 - 2008 Management Committee Officers 
 
Commodore John Seggie Ph 388-6925 Email stewartmatangi@xtra.co.nz 
Vice Commodore Gary Wagstaff Ph 387-2477 Email garywagstaff@xtra.co.nz 
Rear Commodore Bob Mawson Ph 027 2456711 Email robert.mawson@weltec.ac.nz 
Club Captain Matt McCullough Ph 567-2117 Email mdlj@xtra.co.nz 
Sailing Academy Officer  Brent Frogley Ph 938-4680 Email brent.frogley@paradise.net.nz 
Communications Officer  Charlotte Campbell-Lamerton 
  Ph 021 160 3814 Email comms@ebymbc.org.nz 
Events Officer  Frances Broatch Ph 499-7739  Email weavert@actrix.co.nz 
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East-West Dash 5th April 2008 - Results 
32 Boats entered with 106 people aboard.   Air temperature 19
C,  Constant rain 

Race started 1340 hrs in 6 knot southerly breeze which increased to 10 knots up Evans Bay 

  Place Boat Name Skipper   m s 

DIV B: Division 2 Tys 1 Tarantula Warren Rankin   78 11 

  2 Seadate Craig Ryburn   78 50 

  3 Phoebe Tom Hesketh   84 30 

              

DIV C: Open C/Boards 1 470  #160 Mark Hill   75 13 

  2 Loose Goose Ryan Leatham   90 41 

  3 # 52721 ?   93 34 

              

DIV D: Catamarans 1 St. Lawrence Kyle Radersma   61 50 

  2 Skytrain Peter Robins   62 42 

  3 Pompuss Jane Thomassen   66 12 

              

DIV E: Cruising Yachts 1 Mystic Mike Usher   88 04 

  2 Wakarere Matt McCullough       

  3 Coriander Doug Young       

              

DIV F: Launches/Power boats 1 Zacs Greg White   14 58 

  2 Reflex Dave Taylor   43 30 

  3 Monty John Reid   84 07 

              

DIV G: Wakas 1 Coz We Can The Girls!'   67 43 

The East West Dash event would not be possible without our major sponsor DB Breweries 

and  Pak 'n Save (Petone),   Malthouse,  Resene,   
Harvey Norman (Tory St),    Altex Coatings,  Copthorne Solway Park  

 
SWEEPSTAKE (on fastest time G 
Div)  

  
$  49 Clark   Cruise  

BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE PAK 'N SAVE   Amanda Tromo   Waka  

BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE PAK 'N SAVE   Yvonne Mexted   House  

BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE PAK 'N SAVE   Tom Huckell   TY 

BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE PAK 'N SAVE   Lim Jorte   Cruise  

BOAT PRODUCT VCHRS ALTEX COATINGS  Grant Rawson   TY 

BOAT PRODUCT VCHRS ALTEX COATINGS  Andre la Borde   Cruise  

BOAT PRODUCT VCHRS ALTEX COATINGS  Mike O'Sullivan   Cats  

BOTTLE OF RUM MALTHOUSE  Tottie Cam/Lam   Cruise  

FOOD & DRINK VOUCHER MALTHOUSE  George Giddings   TY 

FOOD & DRINK VOUCHER MALTHOUSE  Warren Rankin   TY 

FOOD & DRINK VOUCHER MALTHOUSE Mike Appleyard   Rescue  

4 LITRES ANTIFOUL PAINT ALTEX COATINGS John Seggie   Cruise  

4 LITRES ANTIFOUL PAINT ALTEX COATINGS  Craig Seggie   Cruise  

PHILLIPS ROOM PURIFIER PAK 'N SAVE (Petone) David Grainger   CB  
EXPRESSO COFFEE  
MACHINE HARVEY NORMAN (Tory St)  Brent Cleator    CB 
"CHAMPAGNE REVIVER" 
(WEEKEND FOR 2)      SOLWAY PARK  Angela Schofer   

 
Waka  
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NowCasting  
 

Coastguard has introduced a VHF Ch 23 radio weather reporting system into Wellington. Appropriately 
named NowCasting, the service provides mariners with “up to the minute” weather conditions which are 
happening NOW at critical locations within the local VHF radio coverage area.  The objective is to improve 
marine safety by providing all mariners, professional or amateur, a 24 hour continuous automatic 
information stream of the latest possible weather information, so that they can make better decisions about 
commencing or continuing their journeys. 
 
NowCasting was first introduced into the Hauraki Gulf by Auckland Coastguard some twenty years ago and 
is considered by their members to be one of the top safety services provided by Coastguard.  
 
The service was introduced into the greater Wellington/Cook Strait area some 12 months ago and is 
providing excellent coverage of Wellington Harbour, Cook Strait, Marlborough Sounds and the west coast 
of the North Island as far as Levin. This was Phase One of a four phase project which will see further 
NowCasting broadcasting sites being established throughout Central Region and a good part of the rest of 
New Zealand.  We have now introduced NowCasting into Nelson on VHF Channel 21. This covers the 
Golden & Tasman Bays area. 
 
Wind is the most critical factor in knowing the sea-conditions. Coastguard uses automatic anemometers 
positioned at critical sites, which are radio-interrogated every sixty seconds. The data is brought back to a 
central computer and broadcast on VHF radio using recorded voice segments. Recordings of the latest 
marine forecast, tide times plus station notices complete the repeating circuit. 
 
Wind information for NowCasting at Wellington is gathered from the following sites: 
 

·  Karori Rock (Coastguard site) 
·  Wellington Airport 
·  Cape Campbell 
·  The Brothers Islands 
·  Stephens Island  
·  Mana Island     

 
While the broadcast sites provides data for those specific areas, it provides the listener with an 
understanding as to what can be expected in regard to local conditions and what can be expected in Cook 
Strait. 
  
The NowCasting broadcast consists of: 
 

·  NowCasting: Voice announcement of 1-minute-old data of PEAK, AVERAGE and DIRECTION 
wind-strength from the automatic wind stations sited at headlands, channels or significant waypoints 
in the coverage area. 

·  Weather forecast: The latest MetService marine forecast(s) for Abel, Stephens and Cook areas. 
·  Tides: Announcement of Wellington high & low tide times and heights  
·  Marine Safety Notices: Local notices of hazards, or other marine safety items. 

 
Coastguard New Zealand developed the technology and software to provide the service which is provided 
free-to-air at Coastguard’s cost, assisted by sponsors and supporters. MetService works with Coastguard 
on the data-gathering, as the data is also input to national marine forecasting to improve their quality. 
 
We were very fortunate in obtaining a broadcasting site on Out Look Hill (near Cape Terawhiti) which; with 
over 500 metres of elevation provides a huge VHF coverage area.  Reports to date show that the broadcast 
can be heard as far afield as Picton in the South Island, and on the beach at Foxton, on the North Island’s 
west coast.  
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Regional Manager for Central Region, Phil Pollero said “We have been very fortunate in the support we 
have had in getting NowCasting off the ground in Central Region, from the land owners at Cape Terawhiti, 
MetService NZ Ltd,  Kevin O’Sullivan and John Cowan (our men on the ground who made this happen), 
Coastguard volunteers at Kapiti and Wellington who dug holes, laid concrete and help set up the system for 
the Karori Rock site through to Coastguard New Zealand and the Scottwood Trust who provided the 
funding, they have all been invaluable as without everyone’s contribution we would not be in a position to 
provide this safety service to the boating community”. 
 
And a reminder, where can you find NowCasting on your marine VHF radio? :  
Channel 23.    
 
Footnote: As NowCasting is reliant on computers and radios, on occasions we do experience technical 
glitches in the broadcasts. If you note a ‘glitch’, please let me know so as soon as possible on 0274 778 
193 so we can continue to provide this valuable service to your boating community.   
 
 
Phil Pollero 
Regional Manager 
Coastguard Central Region 
0274 778 193 
 

Yachting New Zealand is pleased to announce the 2008 NZL 
Yachting Trust Youth Team 

Cushla Hume-Merry has been included in this team of ten sailors, who will travel to Arhus, Denmark in July 
to represent New Zealand at the ISAF Youth World Championships. The 2008 ISAF Youth World 
Championships is set to be one of the biggest ever with 59 nations and 250 sailors already signed up to 
compete in Denmark from 10-19 July.  
 
This is a team of extremely talented young sailors, four of whom have the experience of having been in the 
team in previous years.  Not only will the New Zealand sailors be looking for medals in their respective 
classes, they will also be looking for a good performance in the Volvo Trophy presented to the best 
performing nation. In 2007 the New Zealand team was the third nation behind Australia and Denmark.  
 
For Cushla, this will be her third year in the national youth team having represented New Zealand in both 
2006 and 2007. Cushla also won the 2008 Laser Radial Youth Female Champ award at Taupo in February. 

 
One atom says to another, “I’ve lost one of my electrons”, “Are you sure?” his mate asks, “I’m positive”.

Wellington Harbour  101: Matiu (Somes Island) and M� karo (Ward Island) 

These islands were named by the explorer Kupe after his daughters, and were occupied by a 
succession of M� ori tribes. After British settlement they were renamed Somes Island and Ward 
Island, after the deputy governor and secretary of the New Zealand Company. 

Somes Island later became a quarantine station, then an internment camp for enemy aliens during 
both world wars. More recently, rats and other pests have been eradicated and the 25-hectare island 
has become part of the conservation estate. Volunteers from the Royal Forest and Bird Protection 
Society have planted more than 90,000 trees since 1981. Tuatara, w� t�  and native birds such as 
k� k� riki (parrots) have recently been released. About 10,000 people visit the island each year. 

The much smaller M� karo (Ward Island) has been largely ignored. Steep-sided and clothed in 
impenetrable taupata, it is frequented only by seabirds (courtesy of www.teara.govt.nz). 
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Affiliated Club Update 

 

Chris Fox, a member of Evans Bay Yacht Club, and who is the National & International World Sprint and 
Long Distance Waka Ama Outrigger Canoeist champ, did it again at the NZ Waka Ama sprint championship 
sprints this year held on Lake Karapiro. Chris represented and paddled for Kokiri Marae Tai Patu Waka 
Ama Club in Petone as she has done previously. (Chris is framed in the photo on the front page, taken while 
competing in the Round-Rarotonga race).  
 

Team Kokiri came away with a gold medal in the Open Women 1500m sprints, and another gold in the 
double hull W12 500m, as well as a bronze in the W6 500m. This was an absolute stunning win, with coach 
Rob Taggart pushing the six strong women extremely hard leading up to Nationals and gaining a great 
result.  Saturday, 5th April, Team Kokiri raced in one of NZs largest long distance on the water Waka Ama 
races in Tauranga and won the open women’s division, completing the 25km non-stop waka race in 1hr 
59min & 38 seconds. Well done ladies. 
 

Three teams represented Evans Bay based Tai Tonga at the Nationals - 
one mens, and two women crews - & trained extremely hard on Evans 
Bay in preparation for this event, held on Lake Karapiro in January, with 
the goal in mind of making it through to the semi finals.  Of the team of 
18 paddlers for most this was their first Nationals, with extra credit going 
out to all our steerers, for two of whom it was their first time steering at 
sprint Nationals.   
 

We have been quite fortunate that we have received ongoing and amazing 
coaching from Numa Kiriau, Haydn Parker, Lyall Reedy, with extra 

thanks and acknowledgements going out to Keith Parker who travelled from Hamilton on two occasions to 
run, might I add, very hard training camps. Our coaches have done a lot for the club with their ongoing 
support, recruiting, coaching and giving back to the paddlers which has just been outstanding and most 
appreciated by all the paddlers.  
 

You’ ll be proud to hear that all three teams did extremely well at the Nationals and the training paid off.  
The men (Team Mizone) made it through to the semi finals in the 1500m / 500m and the combined women 
crews made it through to the finals in the W12 500m, coming 5th top team in NZ.  Team Booty in da house 
made it through to the semi finals in both W6 500/1500 and Team Whakakeke made it through to the semi 
final W6 1500ms. Well done to all, for a very successful Nationals indeed.  
 
Raukawa Comerford 
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The Launch of Tiua 
 

On a rather breezy day in late March, what 
has become a piece of the furniture at Evans 
Bay Yacht Club, was dropped in the sea.  
Regular users of the hard stand will have 
come to consider the large steel hull, that 
stood first at the end of the Black Shed, &  
later in the furthest corner by the road, as 
having taken root, despite Graham’s regular 
promises of “ I think we’ ll be in the water in 
3 months” . 
 

Graham built the boat from the keel up, 
starting around six years ago.  He has a long 

history of construction, having built in the past two kayaks, a 150HP speedboat, a geodesic dome 
and most of an aeroplane.  Mary was understandable nervous about them committing to such a 
large and time-consuming project, but after having been put to the divorce test (“Will you divorce 
me if I don’ t let you build this?)” , the plans for a Roberts 434 were purchased.   They enrolled in 
Massey courses to assist them through the construction, for whilst the plans specified the external 
shape of the boat, Graham learnt how to use a CadCam system for all the internal design.   
 

Whilst Graham maintained a fulltime job as an electrician, year after year, weekend after weekend, 
the modified design of the Roberts took shape, and the interior has become a work of art.  From the 
four-way gimballed microwave bracket, the wet-weather gear drying cupboard that utilises warm 
air from the engine room, the jigsaw puzzle of polystyrene lining the boat from bow to stern, to the 
intricate layout of the floor panels, there is nothing they have not thought of, considered and found 
a clever solution to. 
 

When launched, she sat quietly on her 
waterline as Mary christened her Tiua, 
“ ride the wind” .  Graham says she needs a 
little more lead in the keel, & a bit more 
weight up front to sit perfectly balanced, 
but for now, for the first time in six years, 
they are just going to enjoy her as a boat – 
a launch - until her ketch configuration 
rigging goes up in a few months. 
 

Eventually they plan trips, first to the 
Marlborough Sounds, then to Stewart 
Island, and then when everything is 
working perfectly (well as perfectly as 
things can work on a yacht), the tropics will 
be getting an extended visit from Tiua.  Meanwhile, the EBYMBC bank account is very sorry to 
lose such a long-standing and reliable contributor. 
 
 

When you go into court you are putting your fate into the hands of twelve people who weren't smart 
enough to get out of jury duty - Norm Crosby 
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Editorial: What are we doing for Motor Boats? 
 

By strange co-incidence, several people have commented to me 
recently on the absence of any form of competition or event 
specifically for Motor Boats.  Given we do actually have the 
initials MB in our name, it would seem we should either be 
providing some form of competition for them, or just take the 
initials out (ooho, that suggestion’s gonna get me in trouble!).   
 
Motor boats come in many shapes, sizes & horse powers, so 
obviously an advanced handicapping system would be required, 
or is there another way in which they can compete on an even 
keel, so to speak.   

 

More importantly, how would you motor boat owners like to be included, could you get together 
& having a discussion about how things could change, alternatively, given the rapidly falling 
trailer yacht & dinghy fleets competing on race days, should we just become a Cruising Club 
who generously organise some races for non-keelboats (now that one’s really gonna get me in 
serious doodoo!). 
 

There’s an AGM coming up folks, if this is a subject dear to your heart then the opportunity is 
being handed to you on a minuted platter. 
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The sweat poured from Neil Curries’ brow as Kokotahi 

began the start sequence for the East-West Dash. 
 

 
Suspicions were raised as to Matt’s commitment 
to a short stay on the hardstand, when first a 
staircase, then a letterbox were installed. 

 


